
PARISH OFFICE: 

2836 33rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 

FAX 612-722-9726 

Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

MASSES: 

Saturday................................................. 5:00 pm 

Sunday ..................................................... 9:30 am 

(child care is available  

during Sunday Mass) 

Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri ........................... 8:15 am 

(preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 am) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  First Friday of 

each month from 9 am to noon in the 

chapel 
 

Individual Reconciliation 

by appointment 
 

Call the Parish Center 

for information on 

Baptisms 

Confirmation 

Marriage 

Funerals 

(RCIA) Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  

Faith Formation programs for children, 

youth & adults. 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 

K-8 education at 

Risen Christ Catholic School 

1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 

612-822-5329 
 
 

Call Barbara Roban 

at 612-724-3643 

to learn more about this 

special ministry of sharing 

Godõs caring presence. 

 

Find us on Facebook and visit our website: 

St.  al bert    g r eat  

  The Church of 

For 75 years, a Welcoming, Caring Catholic Community of Faith 
on E. 29th Street at  32nd Avenue. S.  in Minneapol is,  Minnesota 

 

 S e p t.  5 ,  2 0 1 0             2 3 r d  S u n day  i n  O r d i na ry  T i m e  

the 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 

We are a  

people who  

are inspired 

by Jesus. 

We are a people 

of service. 

Amen!  Alleluia! 

 



Church of St.  Albert the Great  Minneapolis, MN 
 

This Week at St.  Albertõs 
(Masses and intentions are in BOLD type)  

Pray the Rosary in the chapel  
at 8 a.m. before weekday masses.  

 

Saturday, Sept. 4 -- BUS  
9:00 am  Building & Grounds Apostles work on a variety of 
projects and welcome others to join in.   
5:00 pm Mass  Wendelyn Leier À, Margaret Kuzma   
 

 

Sunday, Sept. 5  
9:30 am  Eileen Scanlon À, Adrian Satter 
10:30 am  Availability of treats will be announced after Mass. 
As of òpress time,ó no one had signed up to provide them. 
 

Monday, Sept. 6 -- LABOR DAY -- Parish Office Closed  
8:15 am    Earl Dehn À, Allan Mercer 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 7  
8:15 am Mass    Marv Edlund À, Timothy D. Kehr 
9:30 am  Staff Meeting 
12:30 pm  Senior Cards 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 8  

9:00 am  Creative Ageless People ceramics & socializing 
10:00 am  Personal Safety  talk in Social Hall  
1 to 3 pm  We Care volunteers available, Parish Center  
7:00 pm  Adult Choir rehearsal  
 

Thursday, Sept. 9  
8:15 am Mass  Marvin Edlund À, Grace L. Kehr 
7:00 pm  BeFrienders, Parish Center 2nd floor 
7:00 pm  Fall Festival planning,  Gazebo or Par. Center  
7:30 pm  People of Joy charismatic prayer group  
 

Friday, Sept. 10  
8:15 am Mass   Agnes McAndrew À, Audrey Miller 
8:00 pm  Friday Friends AA, Social Hall 
 
 

Saturday, Sept. 11   
3:00 pm  Kristin Gerscheid & Timothy Selander wedding. 
Our congratulations and best wishes to you both.  
5:00 pm  Kenneth Fausz À, Art Arett, Kenneth R. Kehr 
6:00 pm  Prayer ceremony at the Peace Pole 
 

DONUT SALE THIS WEEKEND  before and after Masses 
 

 

Sunday, Sept. 12 -- BUS 
9:30 am   Rosary Altar & Holy Name Societies  
                Audrey Miller  
10:30 am   Come to the Social Hall for donuts and fellowship  
 
UPCOMING:  Reconciliation and Healing services on Tues-
day, Sept. 21 at 11 am and 7 pm.  

In Our Prayers 
We remember those in our community in need of special 
healing, including Rose Bright, Lynn Acker, Fred Tilbury, 
Bea Arett (sister of Lois Falk), Bill Petek, Bruno Klosinski, 
Trinidad Flores, Lee Bauers, Christine Prisch, Bernice 
Anderson, John Kowles and Gertrude Fettig.  
 

Please add a prayer for those who have died, including 

Steven Velasquez, Dave Burgeson, Louise Natysin and Mary 
Vossen (who was buried on Friday from Mary Mother of the 
Church parish.)   

Warning: time warped  
Last weekõs Bulletin insert with the Fall colors theme 
gave the incorrect date for apple pie making.  The cor-
rect date is Saturday, Sept. 25, beginning at 9 am.   
 
The flip side of that insert mentioned that Minneapolis 
Police Dept. Crime Prevention Specialist Shun Tillman 
would be coming to speak with members of the Creative 
Ageless People group and anyone else interested in per-
sonal safety issues.  The correct date is Wednesday, 
Sept. 8 at 10 am, and the meeting will be held in the 
Social Hall. 
 

Coleen Rowley & Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer 
Coleen Rowley exposed the FBIõs mishandling of informa-

tion related to the 9/11 attacks and was named one of 
Tim Magazineõs Persons of the Year in 2002.  Jack Nelson
-Pallmeyer is an author and Professor of Justice and 
Peace Studies at the University of St. Thomas.  They will 
speak on Monday, September 13 at 6:30 pm at a free 
program with the theme òWAR is Bankrupting Our Nation 
and Making Us LESS Safe,ó at Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 1900 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis.  Sponsors in-
clude Network for Spiritual Progressives, Twin Cities 
Peace Campaign and Women Against Military Madness 
(WAMM). For info, call 612-827-5364. 
 

Bible study across the river  
John and Heather Lawton have signed up for an 8-week 

Bible study at the Church of St. Mark, across the river in St. 
Paul, and they though other parishioners might be inter-
ested as well. Itõs a quick review of the major people, 
places and events in the Bible. Students will leave the class 
with a better understanding of the òbig pictureó of salva-
tion history. The class meets Tuesday evenings from 7 to 
8:30 pm. Cost is $20, including materials. To register, or for 
information about the topics to be discussed each week, 
visit http://biblestudysm.blogspot.com/   St. Markõs is lo-

cated at 2001 Dayton Ave. in St. Paul.  

Financial Stewardship  
 

Week of Aug. 29, 2010     

Stewardship envelopes and loose cash              $3,959 
Debt Reduction envelopes                                    148       

Building/AC  envelopes                                          95  
Rainleader Disconnect Project                            6,040  
Risen Christ                                                            15  
We Care Emergency Outreach                                100  

Still available:   Sturdy white ceramic mugs imprinted 

with a color photo of our distinctive church building are $6 
each or 2 for $10.  40-page booklets about the history of the 
parish, the buildings, the Dominican Sisters who served 
here,  and about the churchõs neighborhood, are $5 each.   
Theyõre thoughtful gifts for a friend or family member with 
ties to St. Albert the Great and its former school.  Items are 
usually available after Mass or in the Social Hall during Sun-
day treats, and always through the Parish Center.  Add a 
donation for postage and we can ship them for you.  



ñLife is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.ò 

C 
rossing the Lake Street Bridge (yes, the Marshall 

Bridge if you are from St. Paul) one recent evening 
when the moon was full, I was pleasantly distracted 
enough to let out a sigh. I conjured up a mock imita-

tion of Dean Martinõs rendition of, òWhen the moon hits your 
eye like a big pizza pie, thatõs amore!ó and then pulled the 
car over to observe the beauty of the moon. I wasnõt alone in 
my revelry. Other cars had pulled over and many people just 
stood and stared at the amazing color and size of the moon. 
Beautiful memories of full moons cascaded into my awareness 
and shared moments of dreams danced playfully in my imagi-
nation. In some way I was moon struck and slipped easily into 
my best Italian accent saying over and over again, òQue bella 
luna!ó Hard not to think of one of the funniest and most 
poignant films I have seen, òMoonstruck.ó The full moon and 
the movie both took my breath away, one through sheer 
beauty and the other through laughter. As I drove off, I was 
trying to think of the last time something or someone took my 
breath away? Any idea when it happened to you? 
 

It would not be hard to imagine the followers of Jesus gasping 
for breath as he turned to them and said, òWhoever comes to 
me and does not hate their father and mother, spouse and 

children, brothers and sisters, yes, even life itself, cannot be 
my disciple.ó Jesus was not being mean spirited or a tough 
recruiter, he was just plain spoken about how important a 
commitment to follow the gospel would be. Being at home 
with the use of hyperbole in biblical language helps to under-
stand how important situations must be understood in a figu-
rative rather than a literal way. Hating oneõs mother and fa-
ther was a despicable act of irreverence in Jewish culture and 
to give the impression that one hated family was tantamount 
to tribal exclusion. Often Jesus was stressing the importance 
of the demands of the gospel by using the most extreme lan-
guage calculated to raise eyebrows and take oneõs breath 
away. A sort of òNow that I have your attentionó technique. 
Does Jesus have your attention yet? 
 

Jettisoning those behaviors and the personal baggage that 
keep us from focusing on the importance of the gospel is at 
the heart of Jesusõ invitation, òWhoever does not carry their 
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.ó The cost of disci-
pleship is not hidden and the uncompromising demands of 
Jesus remain consistent: òSo therefore, whoever of you does 

not give up all their possessions cannot be my disciple.ó There 
is no easy way to buff the harshness of Jesusõ demands except 
in realizing that the importance of Godõs claim on us is be-
yond our imaginations. The òtough love ò language of Jesus 
has a way of ferreting out the romantic followers from the 
radical disciples who are able to survive, with the grace of 
God, the òboot campó demands of Jesus. Becoming a disciple 
then and now demands a personal conversion that can easily 
take anyoneõs breath away. Idealizing the gospel brings with 
it the danger of romanticizing Jesusõ words into precious mo-
ments calculated to stultify the real demands of the gospel. 
The inconvenient truth of the gospel does demand that we 
òtake up our crossesó and òto give up our possessions.ó Push-
ing aside a blessed sense of naiveté, the gospel of Jesus de-
mands that the journey of discipleship be marked by a free-
dom from those encumbrances and attachments that keep us 
from being fully committed to the mission. Taken seriously, 

becoming a disciple of Jesus demands that we 

no longer have the right to say to Jesus, òYou 
canõt be serious!ó Do you need a little time to 
catch your breath? 
 

Life is distracting enough to keep most of us 
from taking the gospel too seriously. The per-
sistent and inconvenient truth of Jesusõ words is buried under 
a barrage of social nonsense and meaningless noise. Compet-
ing with Lady Gaga and her sycophants or the uncertainty of 
Brett Favreõs ankles holding up for another Viking game has a 
way of mesmerizing and numbing the serious awareness of 
Jesusõ message. Sifting through the newspaper or listening to 
frightening news reports continues to confront us with an 
awareness that evil still exists, wars continue and embezzlers 
seem to be winning. While the world anxiously awaits the 
rescue of miners trapped in a Chilean mine since August 5 th, 
jaded self -interest compels Paris Hilton to announce: òNot my 
purse, not my cocaine.ó Indeed, life can be baffling and the 
confusion resulting from a myriad of social distractions can 
easily cause dizziness and take oneõs breath away. 
 

Todayõs gospel (Luke 14:25-33) finds its complement in the 
gospel of Matthew (10: 37-38). Both gospels display a òcringe 
factoró with their blatant challenges regarding the need to 
òrenounce all our possessionsó and to òtake up our crosses.ó 
Before we panic and slip back into becoming anonymous 

Christians we need to become aware of what Jesus is really 
asking of us. The request is that we learn to detach ourselves 
from those things and behaviors that prevent us from clearly 
identifying with the inconvenient truths of the gospel. Salvag-
ing our scattered impressions of the gospel and confronting 
our weaseling tactics to avoid the truth, the call to be a disci-
ple is demanding, but equally rewarding. Discipleship does 
not come cheaply but it does come reasonably if we under-
stand the dynamic of detachment. Learning to let go is an 
important lesson to learn early on in life or otherwise we end 
up hoarding our possessions in a King Tut like fashion and 
never really believing that we canõt take it with us. Having 
recently seen King Tutõs breath taking loot resting in the 
Cairo Museum, I can easily attest that he did not take it with 
him, even after drawing his last mummified breath.  
 

Longevity (measured by the number of breaths we take) is not 
the real key to discipleship; rather, entering into the breath 
taking moments of repeated conversions (regardless of how 
long we live or how much we acquire) is the real joy of faith. 
I suspect that if I would ask you to surrender all your posses-

sions to St. Albertõs Parish in order to create a lasting legacy, 
I might hear most of you trying to catch your breath while 
shuffling out the door. The inconvenient truth of the gospel 
remains a challenge whether the moon is full or not, but the 
real beauty of discipleship is that we can share the wealth of 
beauty around us as well as the wealth that we have ac-
quired. òSo therefore, whoever of you does not give up all 
their possessions cannot be my disciple.ó Doesnõt this scare 
you? It does me! However, when the moon (grace) hits your 
eye like a big pizza pie, indeed that would be amoré (love).  

 

peace,   Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.  

 


