
PARISH OFFICE: 

2836 33rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 

FAX 612-722-9726 

Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 

 

MASSES: 

Saturday................................................. 5:00 pm 

Sunday ..................................................... 9:30 am 

(child care is available  

during Sunday Mass) 

Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri ........................... 8:15 am 

(preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 am) 
 

Individual Reconciliation 

by appointment 
 

Call the Parish Center 

for information on 

Baptisms 

Confirmation 

Marriage 

Funerals 

(RCIA) Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  

Faith Formation programs for children, 

youth & adults. 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 

K-8 education at 

Risen Christ Catholic School 

1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 

612-822-5329 
 
 

Call Barbara Roban 

at 612-724-3643 

to learn more about this 

special ministry of sharing 

Godõs caring presence. 

 

Find us on Facebook and visit 

our website: 

St.  al bert    g r eat  

  The Church of 

For 75 years, a Welcoming, Caring Catholic Community of Faith 
on E. 29th Street at  32nd Avenue. S.  in Minneapol is,  Minnesota 

 

 Au g u s t  1 5 ,  2 0 1 0                        a s s u m p t i o n  o f  m a ry  

the 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 

We have 

been raised 

with Christ. 

We are a people 

of service. 

Amen!  Alleluia! 

 



Church of St.  Albert the Great  Minneapolis, MN 
 

This Week at St.  Albertõs 
(Masses and intentions are in BOLD type)  

Pray the Rosary in the chapel  
at 8 a.m. before weekday masses.  

 

Saturday, August 14 -- BUS 
9:00 am  Building & Grounds Apostles work on a variety of 
projects and welcome others to join in.   
5:00 pm Mass  Margie Pfeifer À, Mary Fettig À 
 

Sunday, August 15  
9:30 am  Frank & Stella Przybylski ÀÀ 

               Eleanor Ogg À  (mother of Lynn Thielen) 
10:30 am  Join others in the Social Hall for treats and con-
versation.  
11:30 am  Fundraiser for Camp Tamarack Scholarship Fund.  
 

Monday, August 16  
8:15 am Grace L. Kehr; Sr. Janet Ewens, O.P. À 
 

Tuesday, August 17 -- Happy Birthday, Fr. Joe!  
8:15 am Mass    Esther Kunze À 
9:30 am  Staff Meeting 
12:30 pm  Senior Cards -- Social Hall 
6:30 pm Liturgy Committee  
 

Wednesday, August 18  
9:00 am  Creative Ageless People ceramics & socializing 
10:00 am  Funeral Lunch Ministry meeting 
 

Thursday, August 19  
8:15 am Mass  Bill & Betty Streiff ÀÀ; Adrian SatterÀ 

10:00 am  Youth Group leaves for Valley Fair outing  
7:30 pm  People of Joy charismatic prayer group  
 

Friday, August 20  
8:15 am Mass   Agnes McAndrew À, Grace L. Kehr 
8:00 pm  Friday Friends AA, Social Hall 
 
 

Saturday, August 21 -- BUS       Fr. Brian Walker presides 
5:00 pm  Olivia Gilbertson À, Eileen Scanlon À 
 

Sr. Joanne Klinnert, a Franciscan Sister of Little 
Falls, MN, will speak at both weekend masses as 
part of the Mission Appeal.  
 

This is also a DONUT SALE weekendé  
buy early, buy often!  

 
 

Sunday, August 22  
9:30 am   Olivia Gilbertson À; Timothy D. Kehr  
10:30 am   Come to the Social Hall for donuts & fellowship  

In Our Prayers 
    We remember those in our community in need of special 
healing, including Audrey Miller, George Flynn, David 
Shimek, Bruno Klosinski, Joyce Kaslowski and Toots Lerner.  
 
Please add a prayer for those who have died, including 
Steve Velasquez, Diane Skogman, John Kemp, Michael 
Testa, Adam Waterhouse and Sr. Janet Ewens, O.P., first 
principal of St. Albert the Great School, who died last 
Sunday at the age of 108. 

Support Camp Tamarackõs scholarships 
At 11:30 am on Sunday, Aug. 15, the Creative Ageless 
People group is hosting a high fashion jewelry party with 
Premier Designs Jewelry. Independent distributor Phyllis 
Shoemaker is donating all  of the profits from purchases 
made through this show to Camp Tamarackõs fund which 
enables children of limited means to attend a wonderful 
week of summer camp.  Come check out the wide variety 
of designs, for yourself or for giftsé all for a great cause. 
 

Books! Books! Books! 
Weõd appreciate the donation of gently used books and 
even collectible volumes in good condition for the book 
sale portion of St. Albertõs Book Fair on September 18, 
which will include materials from the libraries of Fr. 

Cletus Wessels and Fr. Dan Ostdiek. (Many of the books 
we had set aside for this sale from last yearõs Fall Festi-
val Book Booth and from the Rummage Sale sustained 
water damage during one of this summerõs heavy rains 
which leaked into the Social Hall. Another good reason 
for those plexiglass coverings on the window wells!)   
 

During the Sept. 18 Book Fair, the morning is especially 
for children and families, with storytellers, readers and 
simple, fun activities.  In the afternoon and evening, lo-
cal authors will read from their works and be available to 
sign copies of their books.  Staff member Erin Sim is co-
ordinating this event, and welcomes your suggestions and 
help.  Give her a call at 612 -724-3643, ext. 101, or email 
e.sim@saintalbertthegreat.org . (Contact her even if 
youõve said in passing òIõd like to help!ó  Depending on 
what she was in the middle of doing when you offered, 
your words may have leaked back out of her memory!)  
 

Next weekendõs Mission Speaker 
Sr. Joanne Klinnert is a Franciscan 
Sister of Little Falls, MN. She lives 

on Portland Ave. in Minneapolis, 
where she works at Sabbath House, 
a space for retreats, both private 
and in groups. She has been a mis-
sioner in Venezuela and Nicaragua, 
and continues to return frequently 
to Nicaragua to help maintain the 

work and relationships there. She will be talking about 
all of us being missioners and how especially we can help 
each other.  
 
 Please give her a warm and generous St. Albertõs wel-
come. 

Financial Stewardship  
 

Week of Aug. 8, 2010     

Stewardship envelopes and loose cash              $5,855 
Debt Reduction                                                    373  

We Care Outreach                                                110  
Building/AC                                                            50  
Rainleader Disconnect Project                            3,476  
Risen Christ envelopes                                            30  
 

Thanks to all who are using the òLegacy Giftó envelopes 
from last weekõs Bulletin.  Every donation helps build a  
stronger future for our parish.  

 



ñLovely Lady dressed in blue, Teach me how to pray. 

God was just your little boy. Tell me what to say.ò 

K neeling beside the bed and saying my prayers was an im-
portant ritual when I was a small child. Most often in the 
company of my father, mother, sisters, brother and the fam-
ily dog, the familiar ritualistic prayer formulas (The Our Fa-

ther, The Hail Mary and The Glory Be) rolled off our tongues with drill like 
accuracy. Graduating to the family rosary after the evening dinner did not 
excuse us from bedtime prayers. Morning prayers were more hastily per-
formed while waiting oneôs turn for the only bathroom in our family home. 
The standard joke was that The Holy Family lived in our bathroom, espe-
cially when my father would invoke an urgent cry of, ñJesus, Mary and 
Joseph! Get out of that bathroom!ò The prayerful cry was usually directed 
at my sisters who had discovered makeup, eyelash curlers and hair 
spray. The escalated pleas could provide near occasions of sin for con-
fessional purposes on Saturday afternoon. My mother, always an early 
riser, would be home from the 6 A.M. mass and preparing a hearty break-
fast for her wannabe holy family. Grace before after breakfast took us 
safely out the door to Incarnation Catholic School for more prayers, relig-
ion classes and the usual reading, writing and arithmetic curriculum.  We 
were led to believe that we might be saints in the making as well as schol-
ars. 
 
On the playground, however, the prayerful atmosphere could revert into 
taunts directed at many of our friends who had become ñPublicsò (public 
school students). In between the tossing of snowballs at one another, the 
chant of ñAgassiz, Agassiz, upside down! Incarnation best in town!ò could 
be heard. Eventually a few Dominican Sisters would appear to break up 
the fights and send the ñpublicsò on their way to Louis Agassiz Middle 
School a few blocks away. Some of the Catholic rabble-rousers might be 
directed to the principalôs office for extra duties after school. Impolite be-
havior and ñbad wordsò were not tolerated at Incarnation School. My fa-
ther had it easy, I thought. He could go to work at Minneapolis-Moline 
Tractor Works and swear if he wanted to and no one would, frankly, give 
a damn.  
 
The evening supper ritual began and ended with ñGrace.ò During Marian 
months of the year (October and May), the Joyful, Sorrowful or Glorious 
mysteries (The Luminous Mysteries did not appear until 2002) of the ro-
sary would challenge our budding religious deficit attention disorders. 
Reprimands for laughing during this holy time could warrant some time 
out experience. Oh, yes, the holy water fonts in all the bedrooms rooms 
could be an occasion for extra grace if you dipped your right hand and 
made a sincere sign of the cross. Paying homage to the various statues 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (dressed in blue colors, of course) around the 
house couldnôt hurt oneôs personal religious merit bank. Come to think of 
it, we were a religious family. However, avoiding the pitfalls of religious 
scrupulosity was truly the saving grace of both my parents. I am most 
grateful for the sincerity of their prayer habits and exceedingly thankful for 
an absence of scrupulosity in my own prayer life. As Vatican II rolled 
around, my parents quickly found themselves ñat homeò in the modern 
Church. Mature personal faith stabilized shaky cultural and religious 
changes. 
 
In rethinking this nostalgic prayer trip, especially on The Feast of the As-
sumption of Mary, I recalled a childhood prayer that served as a prelude 
to the ñpetitioning partò of my prayer life: ñLovely Lady dressed in blue, 
teach me how to pray. God was just your little boy, tell me what to say.ò 
Permission was granted to roll out the requests: God bless: Momma, 
Daddy, Molly, Billy, Katie, and Cookie (the dog de jour). Aunts, uncles, 
cousins, neighbors and the current Pope would come next. In effect, there 
was an open-ended invitation to include everyone.  The ñLovely Lady 

dressed in blueò poem/prayer, composed by Mary Dixon 
Thayer, was a favorite of Bishop Fulton Sheen who had 
a great devotion to Mary. I learned the poem from my 
mother (even though we watched Sheenôs television show) and it was 
much later that I discovered more stanzas to this child-like poem/prayer. 
For some odd reason, the opening lines have been an automatic ñgo toò 
response for me when I am searching for the right words to pray. Finding 
an intimate language between mother and child puts ñfleshò on an incar-
nated God and confidence in knowing what to say. The intimate sweet-
ness of a mother teaching her child how to pray remains, for me, the con-
summate example of God asking Mary to be the mother of Jesus and 
ñteachingò her to say ñYes.ò 
 
ñDid you lift Him up sometimes, gently on your knee? 
Did you sing to Him the way mother does to me? 
Do you really think He cares if I tell him things? 
Little things that happen to me? Can He hear me if  
I speak low. Does He understand me now?ò 
 
It comes as no revelation that Mary, who was to become the Mother of 
God, would engender controversy in the early Church. The 
ñovershadowingò of Mary by the angel Gabriel created quit a stir not only 
with Joseph but with theologians as well. The incarnation of God as a 
human being found expression in the body of Mary. The drama of Jesusô 
birth and death would place Mary in a pivotal position of honor as well as 
humiliation. Raising ñGodôs little boyò in the company of Joseph, her par-
ents (Joachim and Ann) and her cousin Elizabeth would create multiple 
opportunities to ñlift Jesus gently on her knee and sing to him and teach 
Him how to pray.ò I suspect that Mary had a range of colors besides blue 
to wear and, as a young pregnant peasant girl, grew into a ñlovely ladyò 
who, despite all she would have to keep in her heart, radiated a sense of 
beauty and motherly perseverance. Maryôs interaction with her older preg-
nant cousin, Elizabeth, would provide a paradigm for women who trusted 
in the Word of God and believed in Godôs promise of fulfillment. Teaching 
both Jesus and John to pray would place them in the roles of mother and 
mensch (Yiddish for a person of fortitude and firmness of purpose). Both 
Mary and Elizabeth would be individuals who chose to be mothers under 
unusual circumstances and Mary would exemplify a paragon of trust and 
a willingness to ñLet it be done unto me according to your Word.ò Any 
better prayer than this? 
 
So what assumptions are we to carry with us on this feast? First of all, 
there are no direct references in Scripture to Maryôs assumption into 
heaven. Oblique references in our readings from the book of Revelation 
and Corinthians highlight some heavenly hopes that might point to Maryôs 
special connection with the mysteries of Jesusô life and the promise of His 
resurrection. In a traditional faith argument known as ñ It is fittingò, Maryôs 
assumption (body and soul) into heaven was defined as a dogma of faith 
by Pope Pius XII in 1950. Itôs nice to have Mary in heaven where she 
continues to, ñProclaim the greatness of the Lord, her Savior.ò In the final 
stanza of the poem, we continue to pray: ñLovely Lady dressed in blue 
teach me how to pray. God was just your little Boy and, you know the 
way.ò I am confident that this is not a false assumption and Mary has 
taught us the way. I am most thankful for my own lovely mother named 
Mary, who took the time to teach me how to pray as well as to laugh. 

 

peace,   Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.  

 


