
PARISH OFFICE: 

2836 33rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 

FAX 612-722-9726 

Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 

 

MASSES: 

Saturday................................................. 5:00 pm 

Sunday ..................................................... 9:30 am 

(child care is available  

during Sunday Mass) 

Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri ........................... 8:15 am 

(preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 am) 
 

Individual Reconciliation 

by appointment 
 

Call the Parish Center 

for information on 

Baptisms 

Confirmation 

Marriage 

Funerals 

(RCIA) Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  

Faith Formation programs for children, 

youth & adults. 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 

K-8 education at 

Risen Christ Catholic School 

1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 

612-822-5329 
 
 

Call Barbara Roban 

at 612-724-3643 

to learn more about this 

special ministry of sharing 

Godõs caring presence. 

 

Find us on Facebook and visit 

our website: 

St.  al bert    g r eat  

  The Church of 

For 75 years, a Welcoming, Caring Catholic Community of Faith 
on E. 29th Street at  32nd Avenue. S.  in Minneapol is,  Minnesota 

 

 Au g u s t  1 ,  2 0 1 0          1 8 t h  S u n day  i n  O r d i na ry  T i m e  

the 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 

We have 

been raised 

with Christ. 

We are a people 

of service. 

Amen!  Alleluia! 

 



Church of St.  Albert the Great  Minneapolis, MN 
 

This Week at St.  Albertõs 
(Masses and intentions are in BOLD type)  

Pray the Rosary in the chapel  
at 8 a.m. before weekday masses.  

 

Saturday, July 31 -- BUS 
9:00 am  Building & Grounds Apostles work on a variety of 
projects and welcome others to join in.  Volunteer alumni 
from Boston College will be working on projects around 
the school today, helping us prepare for reunion events.  
12:00 noon  Wedding & reception of Dorothy Onukwugha 
and Kenneth Akanwa 

5:00 pm Mass  John Leier À 
 

Sunday, August 1  
8:30 am  Rosary Altar Society meeting, Social Hall  
9:30 am  Fr. Tom Poulsen, O.P., 14th pastor of St. Al-
bert the Great, 1997 to 2006  
               Jim & Sandy Kieser, 50th wedding anniversary  
10:30 am  Join others in the Social Hall for treats and con-
versation.  
Blessings on the boys & Camp Staff who are leaving this af-
ternoon for an enjoyable week at Camp Tamarack.  
 

Monday, August 2  
8:15 am Olivia Gilbertson À 
               Audrey Miller  

Fr. Joe goes to Camp Tamarack to celebrate Mass 
 

Tuesday, August 3  
8:15 am Mass    Timothy D. Kehr  
9:30 am  Staff Meeting 
12:30 pm  Senior Cards -- Social Hall 
1:00 pm   Hand Bell rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, August 4  
9:00 am  Creative Ageless People ceramics & socializing; 
lunch outing celebrates July & August birthdays  
 

Thursday, August 5  
8:15 am Mass   Kenneth R. Kehr, Audrey Miller  
Throughout the day, set -up of reunion areas  
9 am to noon   We Care volunteers available at Parish Ctr  
7:30 pm  People of Joy charismatic prayer group  
 

Friday, August 6  
8:15 am Mass   Agnes McAndrew À, Audrey Miller 
9 am to noon  Eucharistic Adoration in the chapel  
8:00 pm  Friday Friends AA, Social Hall 
 

 

Saturday, August 7 -- BUS 
2 to 4 pm School Open House, Class reunions 
5:00 pm  The Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa who 
served St. Albert the Great from 1935 -1993.  
                Diane Schmerler  
6:00 pm  Supper in Social Hall followed by dancing; every-
one is welcome.  Reminisce or make new memories!  

 
 

Sunday, August 8  
9:30 am   Joseph P. Gillespie, O.P., 15th pastor of St. 
Albert the Great, 2006 to the present  

             The Rosary Altar & Holy Name Societies  
10:30 am  Ice Cream Social, Hot Dog meal, music and fun for 
all ages in the street and parking lot in front of the church, 
celebrating our 75th anniversary.  School open for tours.  

In Our Prayers 
    We remember those in our community in need of special 
healing, including Audrey Miller, George Flynn, Cathy 
Cullen, David Shimek, Bill Petek, Bruno Klosinski, Lori 
Margolis, Joyce Kaslowski and Art Delperdang.  

Enjoy a great day outdoors 
Volunteer to be the friendly, hospitable face of St. Al-
bertõs for golfers from all over the metro who participate 
in our Sept. 13 Golf Tournament, one of our big fund-
raisers during the year. Many kinds of tasks are available, 
and the setting -- the beautiful rolling championship golf 
course at Elk River Country Club -- is the perfect place to 
spend an early September day. Transportation on the 
Parish Bus is available, and meals are provided. Call Jo 
Groth for info: 612 -724-3470. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration begins Aug. 6 
An opportunity to sit with others in prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament has been planned for the first Fridays 
of each month, beginning August 6.  Two people are re-
quired to be present during the Adoration, from 9 am to 
noon.  A sign-up book is on the credence table near the 
Tabernacle (to the east of the chapel.)  You are welcome 
to participate for as much or as little time as you have 
available.  
 

Thinning out your library?  
Weõd appreciate the donation of books and collectible 
volumes in good condition for the book sale portion of St. 
Albertõs Book Fair on September 18, which will include 
materials from the libraries of Fr. Cletus Wessels and Fr. 

Dan Ostdiek. The morning is especially for children and 
families, with storytellers and simple, fun activities.  In 
the afternoon and evening, authors will read from their 
works and be available to sign copies.  Staff member Erin 
is the lead person for this event, and welcomes your sug-
gestions and help.  Give her a call at 612 -724-3643, ext. 
101, or email e.sim@saintalbertthegreat.org  

 

Financial Stewardship  
 

Week of July 25, 2010     

Stewardship envelopes and loose cash              $3,782 
Debt Reduction                                                    155  

We Care Outreach                                                  50  
Building/AC                                                            10  
Rainleader Disconnect Project                            1,905  
Risen Christ envelopes                                           120  
Memorials for Olivia Gilbertson                              245  
 
Our three Bingo-Rama nights in July generated $2,258 
and lots of prize winners, laughter and tasty foods (of 
course, itõs St. Albertõs!) The profits will help defray 
some of the costs of the 75th Anniversary celebrations.  
Thanks to all who participated. Letõs do it again next 
year! 
 

Weõve collected $18,955 so far toward Phase III of our 
Rainleader Disconnect project .  $81,045 to goé  and 
every bit helps.  Please  help promote all of our fund-
raisers to family, friends and community.  



ñWhat does a person get for all their toil and strain under the sun?ò 

E 
xtra, extra! Read all about it: òVanity of vanities. All 

is vanity!ó Having stifled your yawn, are you now ask-
ing the question, òSo whatõs new under the sun?ó 
 

All of us might be surprised at how jaded we have 

become when it comes to being startled by the revelation of 
something new. When is the last time you were actually sur-
prised by something new? Was the disciplining of Wall Street 
bankers a shock to your system? How about the recent at-
tempt to curtail our military budget or actually finding out 
how expensive the current wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are 
for taxpayers? Anything new regarding the Vaticanõs state-
ments concerning sexual abuse or the lack of disciplining bish-
ops who mismanaged priestly personnel? And what is the 
status of womenõs ordination? Has the question become such 
a ògrave sinó that no one can dare talk about it? And what 
about the revelation of top -secret papers recently leaked 
concerning the hidden machinations of the war in Afghani-
stan?  O.K., maybe the ineptitude of BPõs oil operations in the 
Gulf of Mexico might capture your attention and fit on your 
list of surprises, but what else would you want to put on your 
list?  
 

While trying to hold the center of our lives together and 
avoiding some centrifugal force that would fling our security 
to the wind, listening to the readings this Sunday will help us 
to rediscover the importance of what Jesus, Qoheleth and 

Paul have to say about possession, wealth and salvation. 
Avoiding self-inflated rhetoric that maintains a false assump-
tion that we are somehow special and will elude death, all 
three of our readings have a way of focusing our attention on 
the wisdom of God and the promise of salvation.  
 

A recent conversation with a friend about inheritance tax 
prompted some interesting anxieties regarding the family for-
tune. Apparently, by the year 2011 the new tax code will 
eliminate this òsafe spaceó for maintaining the integrity of 
the inherited fortune. Qoheleth, in the book of Ecclesiastes, 
touches on this age old anxiety saying,   ôSometimes one who 
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all 
to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. What does a 
person get from all their toil and strain, their toil under the 
sun?ó Israelõs Wisdom literature maintains a clear focus on 
what is really important and what is foolishness (vanity). This 
isnõt to imply that those who have or will inherit money are in 
some way òfoolishó for accepting it, but it is the attitude of 
òthis is owed to meó that creates the intensity of family feuds 
and litigious bickering. The great irony, of course, is that law-

yersõ fees eat up the family fortune. Recent public profile 
court cases where the òhigh rollersó get to go to jail for ille-
gal behaviors and all the assets are dispersed to claimants 
rather than family. òVanity of vanities! All is vanity.ó While I 
was waiting to cross the tracks at Hiawatha and 26 th Street 
(be prepared to wait a long time), the car in front of me car-
ried a bumper sticker that read, òContrary to your belief, no-
body owes you anything.ó Reflecting on this òbumper philoso-
phyó I tended to agree. We need to be generous and judicious 
in sharing what we have.  
 
Jesus finds himself in the midst of a family inheritance squab-
ble and confronts the man saying, òFriend, who set me to be 
a judge or arbitrator over you?ó And then Jesus said to the 

crowd, òTake care! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed, for oneõs life does not consist in 
the abundance of possessions.ó Getting right to 
the point, Jesus tells them about a rich man 
who was intent on preserving all his wealth so that he could 
securely òRelax, eat, drink and be merry for many years to 
come.ó So much for our retirement packages, the 401K (now 
the 101K) and the òsafeó stocks, bonds, amassed prosperities 
and the demands for a large inheritance. Once again, Jesus, 
like Qoheleth, emphasizes òThose who store up treasures for 
themselves, but do not appreciate the rich wisdom of God are 
foolish.ó 
 

St. Paul pursues the theme of getting our ducks in a row and 
exhorts us to, òPut to death, therefore, whatever in you is 
earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, 
which is idolatry. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you 
have stripped off the old self with its practices and have 
clothed yourselves with the new self.ó Paulõs use of the meta-
phor òclothingó helps to concretize the process of òtaking off 
and putting onó new behavior. His invitation, òDo not lie to 
one anotheró becomes the best advice for all those struggling 
with greed (hoarding). Learning to let go of the òfalse idolsó 

will be our salvation.  
 

Who are the fools among us? Both Old and New Testament 
passages perceive the fool as the one who rejects wisdom. 

Wisdom is a gift from God and the person who rejects wisdom 
becomes foolish before God and others. Jesus uses the term 
òFooló in our gospel passage to highlight the imbecility of the 
rich manõs thinking: òYou fool. This very night your life is be-
ing demanded of you.ó (Luke 12: 19-20) What is the point of 
all your wealth when you are dead? The gospels of Luke and 
Matthew reflect on Jesusõ use of òfooló as a way of contrast-
ing what is really important. The òfoolish virginsó (Mt. 25:2 ff) 
or the òfoolish man who built his house on sandó (Mt. 2:26) 
reflect shortsighted thinking, whereas Jesusõ condemnation of 
the Pharisees who make a habit of rejecting the wisdom of 
God, òare fools because they clean the outside of the dish 
and not the inside.ó (Luke11: 40). The foolishness of the 
Pharisees manifests itself in their hypocrisy. Storing up treas-
ures (wisdom) with God becomes the antidote to the phrase, 
òWhat does a person get from all their toil and strain under 
the sun?ó 
 

Extra, extra! Read all about it! Every parishioner and friend of 
St. Albertõs Parish has decided to give all his or her money 
and assets to Fr. Gillespie to pay the parishõs bills! I suspect 

at this point you are not yawning out of boredom but scream-
ing out of fear! What a foolish proposition, right? But it does 
raise an interesting question: òHow will you support the leg-
acy of this parish after your death?ó Maybe there is a better 
solution, why not ramp up the level of generosity with a sur-
prise òliving giftó to the parish? Why not create a living legacy 
long before death? I assure you that it would be more fun to 
òeat, drink and be merryó in your company long before at-
tending your wake and conducting your funeral. Well, what 
do you think? Indeed, this would be òsomething new under 
the sun!ó 

 

peace,   Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.  

 



A òGOLDENó opportunity 
to support Camp Tamarack  

 

Sunday, August 15  
at 11:30 am  

St. Albertõs Social Hall 
 
The Creative Ageless People, under the leadership 

of Phyllis Shoemaker, think that all children should have the opportunity to go to Camp 

next year! 
 

Phyllis is an Independent Dealer for Premier Designs Jewelry (see the back 

of the Bulletin) and will donate her profits for the jewelry fashion show to 

the Camp Tamarack Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

What do YOU have to do?  
Come to the show, held right after Sunday morn-

ing treats 

Purchase some jewelry for birthdays, special events, 

early holiday shopping, or just for fun. 

 
The profits go directly to the Scholarship Fund because Phyllis 

supports the Premier Policy of LEARN, EARN and RETURN. 

 
This is an opportunity to serve the children in our community who for financial reasons 

cannot join their friends for Tamarackôs affirming and fun-filled Camp experience. 

 

 

Busy that day?  Stop in at the Parish Center and take a look at the 

catalog. All pre-sales will also be applied to the scholarship fund. 

 

Questions? Call Phyllis at 612-724-3643, ext. 109 

 

 

 


